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THE FiRST NATJONAL BANK 
OF DENVER. 

u. s. Grant, Esq., 
7th & Ash Sts., 

San Diego, Calif • 

.. ~ 

Jan. 21-95. 

_,,. · I have yours of the 14th and understand that a statement 
of your account has been forwarded to you. 

\Vith reference to the \Vater \1orks, to which youallucle, for :;up 
plying San Diego, of course I know nothing regarding· the merits of the 
enterprise. I want to tell you this much, hO\'fever, that in supplyinf{ 
water to a corporation you should be very careful to have the- legal. 
contracts with the city, an<l also be sure that you engineers pave not 

. 
underestimated the constructions, etc., which you propose to r.take. 

Our expenience has been that the enH,ineers figure the work nt 50% 
• 

1e ss than it actually costs, and Vlhen that is expended they acEJ.e at 
you for the other 50"· I know a very competent engineer livill; sane-
where in Californi3. by the name · of Schuyler, who was at one time State 
Engineer of California. If you should come across him I would -
vise you to consult h~. P.e wa~ one of the engineers for the Denver 
Water Canpany. 

If I car.be of any service to you in thia matter I ill 
glad to assist you, but I uo not care to become inter s Ill 

Very trclJ your~ 
. /jAl/J......,..~ .. ...._ __ 



----
• 

Hon. u. s. Grant, Jr. 
. 

san Diego, Cal. 

1..~ de ax Sir:-

Replying to your favor or the noth inot. uill say, that 

1n a general r.ay I consider a goo~ permanent supply o~ water of first 

~ortance L~this country., and especially to san .Diego and vicinity, 

anc shou1d look at the san Luis Rey as being an excellent source of 

SU!)!)ly. 

mllle at present my "Personal mea"1s are occupied in pushing thro~h 

·our mountain railt.ay, and improvements along ito line, it may be pos-

sible that car:>italists ce.n be :round here vrho wotil.d be only too glad to 

find such an op~ortunity for investment. 

This is quite a hea -quartero £or capitaliots, 8ld should you 

think bent While visitin here to fUrnish some particulars, I Will do 

my beat to place the mat er before the right people. 

~rusting .e shall h e the pleaaura Of Be~ing YOU here SOOn, 
ith ind regards, I am, 

• 

---.. 

,. . . 

."' .. " 
I 

. , 
Ron. u. · s . Grant, Jr. . 

. /n Diego, Cal • ( . 
I 

. !ty de.~/ 
~ .... 

... , 

Replying to your favor o~ the ~Oth inot. nill say, that 

tn a general r.ay I consider a goo~ permanent sup~ly o~ water of first 

importance in this country., and ea:pecially to San ·niego and vicinity, 
. 

and should look at the san Luis Rey as being an excellent source of 

supply. 

While at present my personal Mcan3 are occupied in ~uahi~ through 

' our mountain rail~ay, and irnprovernents along ito line, it ~ay be pos-

sible that capi tnlista can ·oo l'ounc here r.ho would be only too glnd to 

find such an op!)ortunity :fo1" inventrncnt. 

This is quite a hef,d-qunrtcrr, :ror Cli11itc1liota, md shoulc! you 

think beat while vioitinE; here to :.:"\trnioh nome particulars, I will do 

my beat to plnco tho matter ber.oro t11e right people. 

Trusting we shall have tha pleaouro or ooeing you hero soon, and 

with kind regards, I am, 
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GEORGE DAVIDSON, 
1att ot 

U. S. Cout and Geodetic Sur••J. U. S. Miuinippi Riur Commiulon, 
U. S. Comtnin lon of lrri&ation for California. Board of Sewer•1• of San F"Janc:lac:o, 

U. S~ Ad't iaort Board of H1rbcr Cornmiu iolltta for San Francisc:o. 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 
IN IRRIGATION AND RECLAMATION PROJECTS, HARBOR AND RIVER 

IMPROVEMENTS, WATER SUPPLY AN.D SEWER SYSTEMS. 

ILF.P'II:X~CD 1 

IJ,aa.k aL Clii(..UQ. 
;o.;~ad.tB&a .. 
.\J!c'l~i& 1\&nlt. 
"'"~''-Farro.~~: Ca'• .lbak, 
~ K«Ur &.tlnc C... 

S. F. Savings Union Buildinr. 
530 California Street. 

San Francisco. 

~ -~~ 
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L. BOOTH & SO 
CONSUL TINO , MECHANICAL ENOINEE~S, 

w ;z; RaPRa& MTIMGJ lilt< '* 

H. P. GREGORY & ·CO. 
. ENGINES, BOILERS, WOODWORKING MI\GHINERY, 

EMGIKEIRS" SUPPUES ' ASBESTOS GOODS. 
--~rGJI • 

KEASBEY & MATTISoN•s i 338 NORTH MflJN ST. 
AIJitESIA StcnoltAL CortRIIIGS -·TI ... .. ,... ,_..._... BAKER BLOCK, 

8T£AJtltS EIIIJIIIES AIID 80/UIIS. LOS ANGELES CAl 
0000£ 1000 SM J'Ullm. • ' • 

L. BOOTH & SONS, C) 
MACHINitRY AOitNTS1 •• 

< 
UVI IOOrH, M. £,, OONIUl.niiQ ENDtNIU, 

Los ANaELES, CAL., Sept. 1895. 

&:. Put terbaugh, 

San Diego, Cal. . .. 
Gentlemen:-- ' 

~e are informed that you propose p~~tins in some 
4 : .- • • • • t • . 

srstemsin your oountr. VIe Yculd call your attention . . 
to the i'aot that we are doinga general machinery business, with . . 

The beat East em connections and agencies puts • • 

ua iri a positio at· the ve 17 . . 
A long experi8llce in this particular 
~ f ~ 

lowest market q•lotations. 
. l 

us materially in ca taring to the wants ot the· 

.. ' . " ~ 
tf' you should need anyt~ing in the J;ine o-r nB chinery, 

pulleys, oils 

w would be pleased to quote you prices • 
• 

Hoping this mar rrari t y·our oonsiderat and solici 

a hare of yc:ur esteemed pa tronagg, e renatl\1 
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CHICAGO. ~s.OL~~MCV. F".-"""uc.f~r'" Attr . 
HEW YORK,l04 WDI'fN STRUT. 
MANCHESTER, 38 Ge:a"u Srf'cn. 
NOTTIH GHAM, ZO A fLlTCHI" CAn. 
PARIS, 46 Rut at a Pcnnr.•tcu,.•n 
CHEMHITZ, T"EA"" 5TAA5Sl 14- • 

u. s. Grant, Esq., 

ChicafJ(), Jany. 31st, 1895. 

COPi!D F OM ORIGINAl r . 
ftj TRIS COU.ECTION 

San Diego, Cal.. 

My Dear Sir: 

Have noted contents of yours 

25th. At present I am not undertaking any 

ne enterprises, therefore ~uuld not care to 
..-

look into yours. 

Yours very truly, 

.. 



Ed Fletcher Papers

1870-1955

MSS.81

Box: 72 Folder: 24

Writings and Interviews - Water History - Papers
assembled for history from U.S. Grant, Jr. (for

Grant photo see "Writings: Autobiograph) -
Correspondence of U.S. Grant, Jr - To Grant from
miscellaneous engineers, contractors, prospective

investors, including E.W. Scripps and Marshall Field
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