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Augu9t 28th, 1 9 2 8. 

~~. c. D. Sprigg, President 
San Elijo Lend Comp~ 
Federal Building, 
San ~ego, California. 

Dear Mr. .:>priggl 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of August 25th and 
refuao to be inaul ted by your latter. Having reliched the 
mature age, both of us should hold our temper. 

Firat, I want to sey I did not make the reurk over the 
phone or "doJIDed hold-up scheme". Instead, I told you 
I ould not be a party to BilY hold-u} scheaa ogainst the 
Gas CompBJlY. 

My understanding or the situation is as followst 

Two or three ti.meo • :formally End intormel 1 y, the Gas 
Compney has taken the matter up lrl. th the Bonro of Directors 
of the S~.n Elijo Land Company for ~ts of mlY• .Although 
one o£ the largest :Jtockholde:-s, I have never been consulted 
or invited into tho discussion. 

As e stockholder, I 1ms approached b7 Ur• Ruttin o£ the 
Ga.s Comnany who nsked me why the San Elijo Gun Club 
did not. coopernte with tho Gaa Compauy in giving a right 
of way along or neer tho west llnet My nnswor was thet 
I felt the San El1Jo Gun Club didn t UDder:ru•.nd the 
ai tuetion. I asked him if he auld pay anything, and he 
said he 'MJU!d pay- an7 re~sonablo sua os 'noll es put electricity 
thn1 the property tar local dorvice, which SGrvice "l on 
could not be instl'lled tod~ nt a coat or loss thnn rooo or 
&WOO. 

I hnd no personLll intoroat in this m tter ehutever, onl/ 
had the intero.:.t or the Club at bo~ ,which I have boen 

rking tor from t.lla ~ng. 

11y develo t at Sol.Ma Bench h s do the San Eli3o 
Gun Club property more valu~'bl.e. I hn worked nth th 
in every way, givins pendasion for rights-or- AYt etc. 



Sc.n Diego, California., • .r.uguat 28th, 1 9 2 a. 

Mr· C • .u. Sprigg, President 

~to t wo 

Iou. cn;r thi.J i s a d·1ck club. You nrc not nr:cro t.ltat 
recently Burn&y, I-!.ich:!.I'dc tmd ITet-cll ~l  nll . greed 
. ~t ~  ,?ro,:Jorcy shoulc be :Jold .md I ~ve lool:ed upon 

it ·.molly ::s r- r:::l'~ i:!' .. r ~ta invcsment. 

- . c.ve &ever bed the ple sure or hunti:1g !!:t the Club 
.. .: : ... ~~ or .er.yone el ... e no 7ou don't no~ , ~ mat er I em 
~ &ooc ~portsman ?r not. 

ll~ .t~u n. s~o e to ': ~ t ~  l~ot time, l rcng o~ UiJ tnice 
qud ;2 ed for ~ c::»nfcre:.nce. i ottt anst.-:nr tro.s shcrp l!lld 
decisive, yo'lA 7loulc do nothing until a 7.Titten propos! tion 
rrcs su'i:ci ttcd lrJ tho Gas Company. I tolcpho:led to Hurrini 
to. "t"J-irte you 3 pro~s t on. I never received e copy and 
do not know \ihat it .-:us, but I rang ppu up a.'l.d told you 

I m:-..ntcd to be re ~ lt 1Ib.on tho utter 7tns prooented ao I 
thought I might bo go-battreen that \Tould S!!t re::rJlts. 
1ol!. ;;romised D.e wt I ffOuld bo notified nnd could ~re ent 

• m::J Vl.•3-:'!'9. 

Lfter ~r u '  t-;-;o Ytncks, to m:1 begr n~ I r~~g you up 
:.me f'otl!ld th.c.t the ceoting bnr1 bocn held, the pro_1ooi tion 
he.d been tu:rne.d do\7n, and I had not beon notified. 

A !!lettor of this .,.,por~  ohould huve celled for e. 
regular I!lscting o£ the stockholrlors. ~ o ~t en notice 
-:ro.s sent out according to ln7T and upon cskin& cn.ch 
\QPlo7ee in m:1 office I found none who hnd cvor even been 
notified b-; t.elephona •. 

Kr.om.ng the in"tP..re!lt I h!!vo takEn in thiu w·tter, to on7 
the least, the en tire ncti:m "ZJn3 discourteous nne! looked 
U.lce - l"..igh-hrncled ~ro eed ng to me. 

mwt ! ;auld h::..7e : ::Co~onded to the stockholders waa 
this, t..'lnt ~ accept : 1000 or ~  far the right or wa7, 
tbet the n~ Coo .. ODJ' bui, d the por;er lino to ood thru our 
p:oopertv !Uld loccl. oo.rvico rd thou.t ;;.ny expense to us. 
ilc . uld heve recoi 7Cd a t ~ valuo to tho axtont or 
$-.lOJO or ~. bnacd on ·.mat I on peying in tho dovdoP-
~ ... t of t.b.c bal cnco of rrq pro; arcy t.round thnt section, 
and not :llona t nt~ 1 t -:rould hnva beon .n big factor in 
helping us sell tho proyerty. 

Mr• u. D. Sprigg, President 

San Diego, California, 
August 28th, 1 9 2 a • 

Your stetcmont is entirely erroneous -::hen you sry nth the 
poo~ ble cxca!")tion of myself nll are sportsmen ru1d rtdhcra to 
the original idea.. 71e have been unanimous with the exception 
of' yourself in trji_ng to sell thio property £or ;;}150 an acre 
for the last year and £1. bnl f 1 BO in reo.li ty it iS C. real 
estete ro~ os  tion, ~ ept to c. limited number who may shoot 
there • 

The building of a power line to and thru our pro !-'erty is on 
invnlunble esaet end a selling point as 8l.l of the stock-
holder.;.o;:ce?t possibly yo11 tiny ap;Jreciete •. 

}. po'ver line along our \Vest line or adjacent thereto end 1000 
feet ro~t our nearost duck pond could no DOra nterre~e 
with the flight or ducko than the pre. ent power line heJ f a 
mile wast. 

The vary fact thr:d; you h .. ,.ve turned this ond ell other 
propoai tiona clow cold ~ l h pove not submitted any pro~s t on 
in return shows o leek o£ cooperc.tion nnd in my opinion not 
the Pl.toper spirit. The Gas Company is one o£ our biggest 
rootors in the dovelopaent of this COI!Ilun.iq. Tbey ware 
entitled to e. prol>Osition from you of' o;ID.o.t you conaidered 
equitable and f'nir. This you havo not dane. I :vas.~ my hnnds 
or the whole n£fair. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to our aecret.s.ry f or hie 
permanent file llnd have it mnde E. matter or record at the next 
moeting or tho atockholdors. 

-."... -~  . j 1) • ' J '• J 

EFaG!IF 
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~t 28th, 1 9 2 e. 

Ur• 0 . D. ?prigg,. Prosidenii 
~ EliJo J.. n d Com cnv 
Federal Building, · • 
a-m. DiegoJI Ccl..ifomia. 
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'r • ,.. t ' 1 .. • ~ ,.., .• .. - - ...,_ - ...... ~ . 

2c:<Jrc t!1 ... t le vter :;ns .. r.:.ttcn . t~ t!.e ~n ::lljo 
Gu::1 Clr.b tr.r t.h'!· c ,·s CoJ.).=!!ly,. I ~  ~ ~r .  m.th one of its 
orgn : ':'r o~ .. _.d !lC told t:o fu-t, il! 'l ~ opinion, rother tr.ll!l 
t,!_c C~C:. : ~ r ~ u~ 0 .·ex C . .: t:.~r r 1t0 tl~ ,;():ll.d pey oJl, QQQ 
or .,1,5 : ~~ ... :·1 ; £urni;,h.i .! rr: t:· olecG.t·ic service to the 
tJro. crty. Yo :: ~~~t d lotte~ before ~ ccl.leu a 
~ ·eti · !: .") ·- ~ +.r: 1·r. t,h..-. r~ tter ll.;. !::v I nskcd them to ·:rite 
L lett£!" -'1t: if O:J.it lc nlt:,~:e: ll.'l ofier ot ~, .,  or \)1, 500. 
~l'' ' Q .......... -:.., .. ~ .f- 1 +lt 'f ' ~' a~n r s-: ··11 +h....,r CO'l.,d ~ ·-- .... J !:' • ~ ~ ... . v ".J - ., - - . .., •&,..t ~ ""·- - ttJ - ..,., 
_ . ..;rnis:J. .. .:; ~le t t  t ' ) t! •! . -:'"':>.JerL:{• 

It · .. o e e s~ y, --.s .you t no: t~ for the ~s 
~  C:J t r , ~  : :1 - t., H'"12f1Jr!."1C!" ... ':'ld bt..lilC n p~~ r line 

to i:Lc Gl .. ) - u!W !! .d i v ,..e::., 1 t an CZclC-ndi tore, t.s nom" CaS I 
~  U.l'ldtL' :-: ,•. c ,. of .. :l , ~ . ')() ' t ~C ~le tl~ t  to th·! C ~t r -
of 0 T ~. :  -·-:-'"y \7} .. ch \iO rtOnl0 e, 't :for nothi.."lg m:copt. )cyi::g 

""' • • • " ., • (Y ~ ,.. .... .~ • J.·... t.~b l.lw • 

. 
.Jrc I cocl..cl lU"/e eo t:.ten the Co!Up··ny to pny 

•)-,030 :Jr : ~, . ~ c: sh \:=rl g~t tee electrlcit,y dalive1•ed 
~.~,  ~ ~ 1·.:1i :!:>t:so 7i th ,-·t : ~ ::~ C. "lao ~ hn.'\-c tlio ~ er 
l :~ .iJi ~ ~  r,~.::: -·'"'o &m 2lijo ~  Club1 ~ :: ... st lli)u i i' I coulcl 
: .. :. vc only ~ t,t dod tLc t:-9eti:.e ru:d ox) "100. n:utt :rn. 

But, t.'to Ges Cor ~ ""'.:./ sont tho letter .d. thout C'.ny 
et.~ : c · .. - _d ... rntJ.?n, ~ i:J t.~o r uDu:-1 policy nd they expected 
t; t-:> c oo-=1: : '.h c. count . r .Pr'J,J03i tion. -

I 1 '1d no t s,1 o?n' ~ .'l~t:l 'est 1..'1 the ma..,ter ':7h· t~or. 
~no of ey ro. el~u  ia nter~ too dlrcctl:T or lndlrectl¥. I . 

.. . ~ u ntt.i r; no c n~ dor:,t on directly or ind'ir .ct:l.y' i ll teying 
to :Jolv(j t ·c )1 blr rut it .'lt 1 0 dioo ).JOL"ltL1g tlli•t I n ,~ hll..d 0. 
-..""'"· .o.,A,c t ·> :,t .. thr:; reuttne n£ .. r ini tinting th'il mo.ttor. 

.. 
' .. 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
UNITED STATES CUSTOMS SERVICE 

OFFICE OF TH E COLLECTOR 
DIITniOT No. 26 

SAN OtEGO, CALIF. 

ADDIII:II AU. COIIIIMUMICAfiO .. I 
POIIllHII D"ICI10 1HI COLL&CIO" 

II ria TO flU: JCD, 

,Janunry :3,1929 . 

col . 3c1. }'letcher' 
1020 ninth street, 

San e~o , Cal . 

l~  near 3d: 

ReplyinP; to your inquiry of the 29th 
ultimo, 1 have to !ld vi so tl:a t tho sale or1t 1 on e;i van 
simmons expired on tho fifteenth of December last and , 
as far aa r know , no application for extension or 
renewal has bean made . 

.'/i th best wishos for the new Year, 
Sincerely yours. -



-

e~a i:; no uuc to clnl.c tJ1u ·.• tol.-- t!. · t hus 
gone oVP.r the doro. Tho c nL'Y nppropr r :t .~n lms bean cx-
?Cnd(ld. : .. r.dC ~ot:: d they h""'vc \!.L!op'L .... l: tm:>tLcr 1·outo nc.::t 
ye r • n~ it mll moi·O .dvnnt~t.: ' l to DO n9 it ·;Jill P' S9 
t~u : ugh SJO "!c::· ·a o: r. .y lnnd t• r ~ : \!!1 not c.·lectric.i -cy 'Wdr.Jy 
r.nd I r t1 m .~lt  gkd to c;iite th m t.~e right lf :~r.  freo in 
C~ns  .. ~  . j_on r their ~~ 1 i 1.ng :l~ t.:. ... r'.lOf 'r. ~ llt t clr 
0 .n C: ~ ~ 0 "'nC ei''l:l.n..g s ·rvico to rrw l:.nd, 

~ .n =.c :L't thir:g is, I :ront you for r· fl-ianu. 
I cL ·.' ~ · ;:"'"'l ~ '-.y di fc-:: ~. o::  i;.:t.en U!J c.nc.! : .s :r,~, :! 1: "..tt 
c .. ccr:1oo, +.,he iJlcidcnt ~ fo"t""Gottcn . 

:-tith 

,.~ AU 

l r.· in t.l ~ .r:g you for :r>nr kir.d let tor~ Elnd 
·. ·i:;.!J ~ :·ra: COtl;- -iLltmt3 or th... e!i son' I ntl 

,..in cere,..., yourc, 

• 



1 9 

lJ.r. Clarence Sprigg, 
Federal Buil c!ng6 
San Diego, Cul.:.t:ornin. 

L".f ucar Clurenca: 

9 

I .;:.s up in Los Angelos yesterdcy", · ut.tencling u 
dircctorn r- eting of the Ranch ' Srult~ Fo Corpora ti•.)n 
·.:1h1ch has tolren over cl.l the ~ :l:.oo  l:md!l £rom 
RD.:!cha Snnt.!l Fe to tho Ocec.!l c!!(-: 7!11 probubly t.··ke 
over tho holdings o£ RQ.llcbo Sant..."l Fo, incl::ding the 
b.ot.cl, t;olf li!1ks ~d 2600 ncrcD or unsold l ~d . 

I ll':.:n ~ . rprlsed to hn.va the Preairlcnt of the Corporation 
• t.ell 1:e that tlu~o  di.Cferent ·-:oo:1le hn.d been in to see • 

.~ t'te J::;t ~o' l  tr'JL'1g to sell b.im t!10 Sen Elijo 
Gun Cld .> property. Be Io-.0.1 I ·.nuJ i! :rtockholcler and 
br :r.:r ..~ r.; tho ::1.:. t '..er up. 

It 13 :.. o. • stclte to l .~v  thi:.: ·. ro~er t:  hocked Ol"'und 
thlD ilo:J• 

Z hu ve bcci at it for a ~ong tice - working up 'l 

~ ld  tc to !roy tho l tn~  propcWJ mt~  the .Rnncho 
Santa Fe .: .. roperty. 

You uill rcme.Ltber net.Ll·ly a yoar ago I s1Alrt8d on 
tbio work ~~nr it tho ma ~ter h ..... d been loft in rr¥ 
hnnds tho Gun Club ppopertqr ttoulu have been. sold 
today : ~ cor.nection :d-th the r eat or the property 
lP.lt 1hen t.he tLT.a cnn10 to closo on the s .. :.lo or tho 
~  fzley property t,he Club had given en option to 
others r.hleh failed to ID:l tcriall.ze W1d I am ot the 
opinion that the option thet the Snn Elljo Gun 
Cl:Jb gave "JUS se u ~ l on the idea o·t hoping to oell 
at a profit to the new corpo1ntion thn.t we hnvo 
lately orgL!Ilizod. · Bcnaver, I know you people b;lve been 
s1r1cere in giving the option, and joined in nth tho 
ra::tt o.f you and signed the original option ogrooment 
il.O that ceemrd t o llO ,;}1: t tho SDn Elij 0 Gun Club 
d .. cto_ s .r~nted "W do. 

Ur. OU!l·lulce Sprigg, 
Federal ~ g.~ 
San Diet;o, Galli·orrJ. "• 

My dear Spriggs 

Februn17 7th, 
1 9 2 9' 

Enclosed find bj 1 l e ~  1re had to PP.Y e ~ol' : nr  t .c. F.c Fletcher, 
Jr. 

It seems tJO rae this is highway robbery. I don't know by ~ :e h· d 
to do it. 

I took the .catter up . ~ th Mr. Woolmnn and he said the.t t11ere ·t:ould 
be no cb:-.rgc if they came to Snn Diego. 

Is there : o ~ :  to ge ~ e refund? The :Jbcve :ref;t!'3 t~ t-:ro 
automobiles tmd a trailer -:1hich came by bont from 5:-ntn !{om:.lis. 
to Snn Pedro. 

Is this a lcgi timu te cimr&G end if not is there any ~ ' ' or 
netting a refund? 

Iours truly, 

EF1Jit 



. 

II 2 

It you ~r ll pardon m:J' butting in .'lith only one 
thought in mind ·- the best n~oneots of the Cun Club -
I would suggest t.h.: t you cancel any options thD.t you 
h=:ve given and let tb.o matter rest in abeyance until 
ue ::at thorour,hly orgc.ni zed und then give me a cho.nce 
to sell tho Szm Elijo Gun Club lant:!i to a :tew · 
corporation ot the opportune tlr.le. I beli"'.vc this 
-:ray .ia ;;:ill get !!!Ore mo: ey out of it • 

• lish.ing :t"''U the otnpl ment~ of the Sccson1 I run 

Sinceraly you-rs, 

'F ..., 
p 
. • 

~ 

K 



TREAS'URY DEPARTM.ENT 
UNITED STATES CUSTOMS SERVICE 

OFFICE OF TH COLLECTOR 
DIITniCT l o~ 27 • 

SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 

AOO.CII A'-'- COMMU .. ICAtiOMI 
POll TH&I OffiCC tO Tt!l COLLCCTO• 

February 9, 1929. 
ICfllt TO nLI No. 

Mr. Ed. Fletcher, 
1020 - 9th Street, 

~an Diego, California. 

3ir: • 

Receipt is acknowledged ot your letter of the 7th 
instant, with inclosure: two receipted bills from Gqy 
B. ar~ Com~, Custom House Brokers, in Los Angeles, 
in the amount ot $32.00. 

It is noted from the bill that the United States 
Government made no charges or received any of the $32.00, 
apparently being an entire charge by the Guy B. Barham 
Campa~. Therefore as it does not pertain to the Custom 
Rouao, it is a matter between you and the Guy B. Barham 
Company as to the proper amount to charge. It appears to 
be rather excessive in view of the tact that the Government 
has received none of the $32.00. An automobile returned 
at this port under similar circumstances would be passed 
without any charge. 

Inclosures are returned herewith. 

Inclosures. 

RespectfUlly, 

/ 
Deputy'Col]{act 

-
AA_, 

ln C 
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