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Mr. Robert W. ·FJ.ack 
City )lanager 
san Diego, California 

ify' dear Mr. nack: 

I 

(Copy) 

August 2:5, 1955 
• 

I see by' todq 1s _paper that again t.Jlere is serious con-
sideration of' transfer of SUtherland funds. This cannot be done with-
out a vote or the people and, in 'I'J'V opinion, they" will never vote it. 
We have too much money invested in Sutherland. 

The city has spent over $lo,ooo,ooo in developing its 
present system, the so-called Spreckels S,.stem, with a net safe yield 
of roughly 101 0007 000 gallons a dq, while, for not to exceed 
$5,000,000 or $s,5oo,ooo more we can get 6,000,000 gallons a day out 
of Sutherland, and they a1ready have roughly $2,000,000 to $2,5007 000 
invested. 

Before ~ further plans are made ror the completion of 
Sutherland it will take a bond issue ~ way, but the money' intact, 
:roughly $6501 000, should be used for the purchase of every foot or 
riparian land from Sutherland to Hodges. However, in order to keep 
out or legal complications and complete Sutherland for $200,000 yon 
can get the consent to build betweea Sutherland and Hodges, with the 
exception· of the Fenton ranch. This can probably be purchased for 

J.OO,OOO. I have an option at $110,000. The original price was 
$3257 000 five years ago. The $2001 000 for the riparian rights giving 
consent to build Sutherls.nd Dam would have cost us $~01 000 or more 
f'ive years ago. 

I wo~ld b.r all means urge the purchase of the Fenton 
ranch and the acquisition of the riparian rights affecting the building 
of Sutherland Dam to be spent immediately, i.e., $500,000. 

As the city officials know, I represent these land owners 
but I also have the interests of the city at heart and believe tbes.t 
never in the history of the city will the opportunity come again that 
exists today. 

I realize the importance ot completing the El Capitan 
pipe line • 

There is no legal reason wqy the following procedure cannot 
be carried out: Issue water warrants for f'ive years, creating a 
separate unit of the El Capitan and San Diego River waj;er revenues am 
disbursements to comply w1 tb the law and each 7ear pay off these water 
warrants. The City Council has authority to do this without a vote ot 
the people. To illustrate, borrow from the Sutherland fund $100,000 or 

., 
I 
I 

\ I 

I I 
Mr. Robert W. Flack 
/12 
$200,000 as the case may be, issue water bearing revenue warrants 
in lieu thereof and pay back to the fund over a five year period 
the money tba t ls borrowed. 'lbe is8Uance of these warrants is 
legal and my authority is the attorney for the P.W.I .• in Washington, 
who went into the matter thoroughly and the P.W.A. would have taken 
these warrants if my suggested plan to the City Council had been'-
carried out. 

The City has established a precedent and borrowed from 
this Sutherland fund before when it took certain moneys and exchanged 
them tor El Capitan bonds. My understanding is· that later, when all. 
the bonds were sold at a premium, the money was refunded to the Suth-
erland fund. In other words, the amount of money needed to complete 
the Lake Hodges improvement and complete the El Capiten pipe line 
can b 3 borrowed from this Sutherl aDd fond and water revenue warrants 
can be issued in lieu thereof'. Then as the revenues come in the money 
can be repaid into the Sutherland fund. All of thia can be dona with-
out the necesait.Y of calling an election. 

With the $300,000 used for the control of the riparian 
rights between Sutherland ~d Hodges so that Sutherland Dam can be 
built, there stjlJ remain 1500,000 or $5501 000 that can be used for the 
E1 Capi ten pipe line and Hodges or as much as necessary • 

• 

The above is just a suggestion for your consideration. 

Sincerely yours 

(signed) Ed Fletcher 
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.SA!'1 DIEGO. CAu PORN lA 

Ausust 31, 1935 

Senator id Fletcher 
1020 - Ninth Ave. 
San Diego, Calif. 

My dear Senator: 
• 

Be advised that your suggestion that the City could 
borro money from the Sutherland Dam Bond Fund and 
repay said tund !rom revenue of the Water Department, 
was referred to the Legal Department. They report 
that the proposal is legally impossible. 

Very truly yours, 

~ 
R. \?. Flack 7/Y ltU;( 
City Uanager 

nrf/dk 
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R. W. FLACK 
CITY MANAOIA 
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r. Rob-rt Vl . Fluck 
City Manaeer 
San Dio1,o, California. 

lay dour t r. 1-"l.nck' 

• 

'ua ljJDbdr z,, ~ 6 

Answorint. yours of August, Sl~'L, ·.1h !. ch I .fin · o:: ey 
ddsk on my r~tu:rn .from a trip Nortn, will S1lY that I did . .~ t spg-
gest thr.: oorro7ling o.f ~ny co j, ,y fr~w th·..: Suth . ..::-L .. ad D!.n b Jr!O 
fund . '1'h.; Ci 1..:J 1 tt;;>rn-..rJ fo;,1d it 1 ;f:./:J. ly p'J , -i. 1·: t:> t ~ : :J) :-. -:i 
.fr~m t. tt t fur.d llilC. trand . .:1· City of ~a:.t Di '3c...l ~ C::._1i t -:1 b:J :1ci. .. 
t:> t!l t! t:me oi' som~thint u c: .;50J, 00 . · r.-::r o:1 t.: , ~ ci"t,r" ~.1 Jc 
~~n • · Oc.)i t · n ooncs <..nci r utJr.a - t!:e o.o::. -J v:> th t· 5u"Lh -.rlil ."!C 
£unc. Just s o thw city cc.n i~su t.: fiV!.! J· ' r :·:::.t_r r JV ~ - ·~ . JO :...c!.3 . 
Thtm the city CWl :iQll th~ ivr: yusr :c:4t-2r bo ,n :; ~ th· .SJth .r~e 
fund nud latc:r on buy back ti.l..; bJ!lO ~i or .JUY them off' fr:Hil ~~ :: 
wat.er r •JVI3au a. I-c i J [. ;.;im. l ·- Elt. ... r. r...r of _ ..... t""vi:Jt~ .. :> £. o , t hoc of 
bookk_!lsping tv comp.ly :·d "t.h th~ l eg r i.!Y,' ir :m . t_. Thi s :iU ~ ~r. ~Ta~ 
gone into ca.rr.=:r'ully trJ th utv:>r.'! :y f~r t!:: ·-:._ . i .• iit' · m r:.....c t:f<lJ 
legally approved . 

lur. llycr " i · i n & • o ..-i t.ivn t.:> ~~~C~ 1ra.L, u:c r:.·_ t ::. .i~ 
meth·.d of .t:inanci h u_..., h:· ::.t.y .i~~ IJ.! C. i~ i ~ .. ..::. ~·Jl•J ti:.:- o ~ t .. 
probl::.:Iil to gut. ..rZJJ, uuv or 3 a, OJ.) t~m;:>rari.t.y .l.r' t '1d .;uih .. rl~nd 
funds anC. sti ll hav~ t.Jll0Ub·1 l'' .::Jt:.i.!1 to ::.cquirr! h ! n·:C : ·.:-r-.v- ;t t .. r 
rights b~tw·,~n S!lth rl.una .:me. tauo t.ha.t. r7ill allo·.i t~! ~ cor:.:Jl·~tion 
of Su·th~rlcmc Drur .• 

I will b:;; L,lClci 'to ,_. ~·Jt. .,1. .. h ;'):. 'L( ~: r. l:y r .J ·. t Q~q 
time anci di.;cus~ t.h~ L.!J.tt. .. r, a.J I ! avo; (<.lr.:u ly el i se 2 - -cit d t h 
ar. B]'0rs onco befor~. I rue sur(, Ulr. !Jy ..:r~ vmnta t') coo .,r·A-t. · in 
every -,ay po ssi b.Le. 

I hnva u i'edli & t.h_ i:. &w. Li t.: (.P ~'fi~l b._ ·! ~ ..: • i.1 r on i ti , 
right.~ CLnci will pcy lit~.c ....J.ly h .dr c G. 3 o: tr. "J J t: · n· ~ t llr\l:.J 'J. t.h 
nos31 onc1:1 ~hl s ::,uth.::rlt:WC! m:Jl'-7 iv 'tr .a ...; .:.' .rr ·• I t i.- tr 
l"eprUSt::n i, ·t.u ·~ J.WlU Oilll•.:r .; Of t)l o jan i'a I i i ~ l • u.l _ ·• ,.J . ! V ~l' 
wns so s i ncero· in my u.r~ ua 1 n:l in my · t~ t %:=nt th· t, bJ ~c­
quirin£., thal water rlbh t.s nou b~twc~n Ju th ~ rl · · d t • .~ r. .t.>, ~ . .... cl -wy 
is pickinL Ut> ~ !:0 t;old pi· c 1s !.'or ' :; to · it ri l l .. u 
crime to ov0rlook t h·J Or'?OVt'Jnity • 

qill be gl wi liO ta~t you at, nny tila • Ltt.. y:y~ f:.O to 
lunch with me today or tor.1orrorfl 

With kind retards 



r. Robert rl. Flack, 
City anager, 
City o! Snn Ui ego., 
Cali!orni~:o.. 

. Wy' aear l.tr. Flack: 

November 501 1935. 

I think it a pit'Q that. time in being wanted nnd 
nothing being done to complete Sutherland dam. e have an investment 
there of nearl1 ~21 5001000 standing iule. I selected nnd purchased 
the Sutherland daasite in 1911 and. £or years we controlled it, until 
it was eventnally sold to the San Diego County Water CompG.ny', or 
San Diego fiater Supp~ CompCUIY' 1 I do not remember which. At aJl7 ro.to 
1 t. is under a lease contract w1 th tha city todey-. 

On th_ir invita~ion I have represented for ye~s 
!:4 riparir:.n owners of tha San Pnsqunl Rivt3r. .at one time we were 
go in~ to be pa.icl somet.bing like a mil i ion dollars in order to ncquire 
the l&nus and oxtingu:isq th~ ripurian rights bet\reen Hodges and 
Suth rlLmd. Those flere deya wru::n prices wera high. 

~me little time ego l submitted en offer to &cquire 
certaiD. ownership ot lenc.ts and rights for v-~1000 that would al.lo 
the completion of Sutherland dam immedi&tely. lt did not include the 
purchase ot the ?enton Ranch. Today 1 w1ll undertake to turn.1sb 
either th~ lb.llds or the rights for -.,2001 0001 exceptin6' the Fellton a.au the tibitA properties, hich will allo the construction or 
Suth~rlena dam nnd the diver:Jion ot water out or the watershed. 
The lcnto.u R&nch is riparian to the stream, the water has been in 
use for 15 years. Several hundred acres are in alfalfa, and when 
youpwup on the Fenton Hunch the Wbter level is materially lowered 
across th.e strectl on the ebb propo1..-ty 1 which shows there is no 
queatlon hbout it being riparian, not alone to t.ha San Pasqual 
Ri vor but to the iiQmona Creek, hich is one ot the main reeders to 
the Sao P t18quul bDll trhtJ Iwaona Creek runs right thru thll Penton 
pro;Jerty. 

Tw ... original prica wuo .~,ooo. I can :furnish that 
prop~r~y ou~ribht purchase todBJ tor 1001000. 

-2-

Tbe oi ty contrnctod to pt>y for th . l'rl1ll tiot: or I n\'lkey 
prop,,rt,y vl~S,ooo, 6Ild ptdu v251 000 on nccoWlt. I Tlill UDd,_,rt,~kc 

• 

to turui:sb thi~ proparty tor vno,ooo, au out.rir.:ht dend., aubj .ct to 
thu ?rentiao roocrvation which the ci t;y inclUded in 1 ta origj nb] 
pUJ.•ohaoa. 

tho cho~pest water in tbn county ror the c1 r;y is th~ 
cor;rpletion ot' SUtherl1•nd1 tha built.ling or a low div'lrs1on dBJ!l ot Pemo 
md rw1 t.ha utor across the Lindo Viatli. iknli in~ bsn l.liego by 
gravity. &~:~a dny the Pcao dwa will be built, and there are lil to 
17 nilJion gallons or Wbtor duil)f' uct tsafe ;yield adcl!tionlil nupply tor 
~he ci~y to coao from the complete development of tbht utershec! • 

Arter the completion of Sutherll!lld ~ th~ diversion or wbter i'rota 3uthrsrlunci to &n Vicent,e, or liisoion Gorge, or both, 
tho next stop should bo th~ construction of r.. gravity pipo line 
acroaa tho Lind& Viotn ltesfl. to t.hu Pmo1o dm:udtc, divertin[; the nonwl 
flo of t.ba ri vur wi tbout buil,ii nc the db.m, snd in the Pllllmor EJOnths 
pumping rrom the Wlderground grn.vclu or tb.; &.n i' asq wU. into t}lf) pipe 
llno lnnt Clbove aentiontXi. Juut. from pUDping and th•l norDIJ. diversion 
6 or 10 millio!J. gt1llons dZtlly ccn be secured, whilo ~be coopletion 
of Sutharlund woUld give 6 to 8 million gallons a dey in combinbtion 
with storage lit Sun Viconte or .Mission Gorgo. 

By all aoan5 this iG thn next rllld cheape:~t development 
posaibltl wd steps uboulci be tnken ilwcdit.tt:ly to tuke aivant.ag of' 
I P A tundD ror the co~plete Sutharl&nd due end the div~raion of tho 
wator to tho city. 

1 faloo oore drilled at Pw:to dl:msi te nbout u all•!' below 
thu original dUDaite. ThQre th ~rc 1:; nplendid foWldht.iou i"or h divr:nion 
daD nt sutlicient height to rlov by grL:.vi tr into t.hl! ci ~. 

It iu vital ~hnt uc put n stor supplY on Lindt Vifita 
meaa noction, particulnrly hnt io no .in th~ Ci ~ of ~t,n iiieeo, tJnd 
develop tb.bt cotmt.17. fbare e.ro mor~ thnn sufficient: funu::, c~sh in 
tho bunk, to pcy l'or the untire control of st.f'..r riP.ht.R tlllli lnnd. 
necessnry, known im thu Sutht)rlnnd fund, to cloLll up thli t propo 1 t..ion. J6o matt.or what RDf men tells :you to tho cont.rn17 riprLI"ia~ ri ·btn 
o1" centuries are atUl valunble nnd you ccn no nora build t.bnt ~ 
at Suth rltwd itbout t"irat o ttling with tho ripLr1un omora t.han 
JOU C4ll tq # 

~ l woUld bo glad to go into cont l"'UCI!! 1 th you on thift 
subjoot at aey tiJa it nuits ;your conYoniouoo. To notion tb 
Colorado "lliv is tantiotJ.o dr ttJ:l for ll tiuppq or water ror &ln 
ll1 go Oount.r, but ft Cl zaut tor or inmlraaco l 0 in r vor or pull in 
· 10,000 or .,ls,ooo n 1 a- to keop bold on n possibl wat. r up~, 
for t neat 10 ;reara or oro, ao 2lll octrll t otor of' ty only. 

P1 
with ;rou on W 

a lnt 
tt r. 

kno if o.nd hen l 

Sine r }T, 

n .,. r ooru r o 
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