
July 24th, 1920 

llr. Fd. Fletcher, 
Sen Dieeo, C3.lifornie. 

Do~ Sir : 
Yo-..1 will remamber that ebout a yec:r 

ago, \"/.aile tclldllg '\"lith JJr. c.H.!.esto~r o:r this city, you stated 
t;1~.t tho city of San Diee;o t~ould ro.ise $ 'l~Ooo.oo tO\'~ds a. 
'DUl"SO if the :mxm?l E1 Paso bd Race wml.d be rut1. to you:r -city. 

At th.a.t time, nogotintions had been 
practically concluded for ronnj'lf: tho raee to Phoenix oo it 
vre.s irJJ?ossible to illclu.de ~ city in the it:iller~. Haw-
ever, as it. is abO'tlt time to ::rt;a.ge a:ootllar one of' these road 
moos, we wro '\7mrlerillg if your city TIO.tld be interested 1n 
aeJna this yee:r. 

We :f'eal s"!lre· v:o Tilll be e.ble to arrange 
tile race i':t·om El Paso to lhoenix, but ~t the same t 3liXl '\7e \70llld 
l:lilch rc.thol• run it to &to. Diego as Eloani;: did not e:m.ctly do 
'dl.et ·'\72S l,)ror.lisod last ·yea:r tO'\"m.rdn putting 'til? the purse money. 

We ho.vo wri tt;en yr:rtlr Clla.ni>er of COlluierce 

two letters9 but to date ho.vo bad no ·reply to sem. As it ta..'ltes 
considerable :plennine mW. time to ~e· all the deta.Us of such 
e. ro.ca, we c.re cmjouo to l~ tho initial pla:ns now in ol:der that 
tla \7ill have curfiomt tm.o to wrl: out the details. 

Will yau. tha:rafore lot us hoar i'l'om you. 
e.t onoe a.s to yat:U! dioponition in thia matter in ordsr that ue 
~ lalow h~ to tclk man w vist Phoemx within the next month. 
A pron:rPt reply rill certamly be e.l'J?raciated as we m11at get soma 
action on this matter a.t once, co please adviso us yes or no. 

Yours 'Veli! truly, 

ImTER UOTCR COllP.ANY 

• 
I • 

• 

. . 

I 

July 
28th 
1920 

. Mr. Roy ·A. · Loater, 
Lester Motor Car oo., -
El Paso, Texas. 

113 dear Mr . Lester: 

. AnawerJ.ng yours of fue 24th, will say 

' 

that I suggested to Mr. c. H. Lester. that the race 
be pul.led o:t:f between El . ~aso and San Diego. He 
'bld me that $12 ,000 would be neoessal"Y to be raised 
at that ;time. and I told him that a oe1·tain citizen 
of Ajo, interested in putting Ajo on the map, 
wou:Ld raia ~ . one-third of tlle G2]? ense. and that ! 
could get ~ 2 ,000 ar t'3 ,000 more from Yuma to San Diego, . 
if a tjme oame vhen they wanted to pn11 off. t.b.e raoa. 

I . 
am 19 oady to go to tho bnt l.n 'ti1a ma tter 

and havo today written tbo Chamber of Commerce to 
· tho.t ef£oot . If they 'Mlnt me to, I will take "'Ghe 
matter llP direct uith Aj o a nd with my people here. and 
oan gat you an answer inside of two waake on the · 
who1e propoei tion. 

Enolosed find copy of letter I hava written 
to lh·. Pri.tchard, Liano.ger of tho utomotive T:t·adee 
Dapartment.. · 

Yours voey trn.ly • 

Elf:KLtt 

• 

• 

... 



• 

Augnot 3rd., 1920 

:ur. Ed Fletchar~ . • 
Sa.n Diego, California. 

Dear Sir a 
I mn in receipt of yaur letter of the 28th ult.~ 

'\7i th copy of letter written ur. Pritchard of the El Paso Ohmnber 
of Oonnaroa. 

!Jr. ll.L.Ha.quin of this city ~d mysolf are on-
deavorill8 to rm.t the :Road Ba.ce on this yecrr \11 thau.t the assistenco of 
the local ChPJ:iber of Comneroe, as they did not give the pro:Position 
the stt!JPOrt lest yea.:r 1 t should nsve received·, nor ua.s the race carried 
ou.t entirely zm.tisfa.ctorily to a.ll concerned. For · this reason'; we are 
desirous of lumdlfng the race alone this year, 2nd will have to have 
the co...opare.tion ·of everyone o.lo:Jg the line to make it a. succoss. . 

A.s you. ste.te, the ra.ce TTou.ld go from hera to ~con 
by -r1cy of Iordsburg; Bisbeef' etc.·,- a.m1 from Tttacon alOlJ8· the route ~u. 
J:Jention in y~ letter, tlhich ia satisfactory to us. Of coUl."Se tho 
exact route etm be \10limd out at s. la.tar data w.ben the preliminary do-
tails hsva been gottEn rid of. 

VIi th. reference to tho miniVlllln anount San Diego 
might bo elqloeted t~·raisa for this race, uaald a~ that we would judGe 
yaur city's share TTOUld be I!.;Jpro:X:imately 0 s~ooo.oo, with the promise; 
a!l :rou sc~j, of raising :lS nmch more as pooaible. You sto.te A~o would 
tlOl."e tba.n lilroly be able to raise fl'om two to throe thouomul. dollArs·, 
3Z1d this toe;ether \7i th other money tho.t could be raised in other towns 
alone the :routel r.ou.1d brill€; the mnaunt to be raised from Tuscon to 
San Diego around ten thansand. dolle..rs. 

..ls to rraking the race a. two day ona with the first 
ni~t otop at Ajo, \'19 mi{#l.t say that vre think A3o a little too fe:r 
to ~ce the firot nisht and \10 would be in favor ot maldng it n. three 
d:J.';] race with the first ni~t control at oither Bisbee or !L'WJcm. n.nd 
the second ni~t control at JJo or El Centro. ~is wcnld mske o. muoh 
better ba.J.cnce raco and T1ould not bo so bArd on either the maob1nos or 
drivers. · 

inplusi ve We T10U.ld ta.ke charge of raisins the money- :from horo 
to Tu.ocf11J/.o.nd feel sure m om raioe from ton to fifteen thOUtJ3Dl which 
ttoulcl. ID3lte this race tho biggest Eond Baco over otaged 1n the West. 

• 

I 

• 

Ur. Ed Fletcher - 2. 

Wo hopo tho 'Yunla H1glmey Commission Tli~l decide 
to cut the new road from Ajo to Wellton a.s it would ~;a tho road 
~tm.•ic.lly ahorber and thereby decrease the rwm.ing ti!:e. 

You ot:lte in ;he second paragr.lpll o~ your letter to 
t1e thAt you ore ready to go to the bn.t in this matter and take it up 
direct Vlith the town of A.jo and the people of ycr.xr city, ~d in this 
connection wo w14h to say that your prompt nttontion to s:!.t:B \7lll be 
groa.tly appreoia.ted, 8l1d we hope you will be able to give us definite 
de.ta m thin ii\"10 .weal:n. 

We are fully decided to ran tho race from El Paso 
to San Diego~ providing of course your city will give us tm Sl..pPort 
and fjnanoi~ nssista.llOe neoeosa.ry to put a.cross such a. race, but 
we will have to got riBb.t dmm. and hit the ball for it takes So:le tine 
to l70rk U!l and perfect such a propoaition. 

lJre Lio mu~t~ Studebalmr tmd '\Vh1 is Auto:mobile 
repreoenta.tive in yo~tr city, ha.a _also been corresponding Tli.th us ra-
~ this raoo and we thought perh.a.11S you would lil:e to get in 
touch with h:fm regardins same. 

'l'hwldng you for the interest you have all"en.dy 
shown in this ma.tterl and assu.ri.tlg you that you. \1111 h:lve our heart:r 
co-operation in ~illg you do to plUnote this raco, l'lO aro, 

Yours VOl"Y tntly, 



SA.NDIB;O CALIF 

REC~IYED AT 936 5TH ST., SAN DIEGO. CALl F. 
A.'125Gs 54 lfL . 

~ -. . w.PASO TEX 7 

""'' ·: r:tc. \J 

. . . . 
Yr.- .:ao,.·· A-. Lester • 
El ·~aso • Texaa. . 

Sept. a. . 
1920 • 

r: .,___ 

.. 

uy dear{ Mr. Lastar: ' ' . . ~ . . . 
. . . . I 

__ '/" ~awering yoar telegram of Sept. 7th. will say that 
the .El Paso Cbember of Commaro·e have r.equested that no road-
. ,~ be ra.n until mrt ·apr~ after the road--Ttloson via Ajo 
. s completed and made passable. The attt 1D.d& of the San Diego 

. . .. . :?~~~!J i~ to 1et·this. ~tter rest unti1 opring. . 

·. ·: -: jt D /h1a : Yoars very trtt:q • 
. ~1 . . . r . . 

. 
· '}. 
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